Glorious ghost of Christmas Gothic

A Christmas Carol (Birmingham Rep) verdict: Eberneezerly the best Scrooge 

*****

FROM the moment he pokes a cheery carol singer in -the eye with a sharp stick, you know Peter Polycarpou's fabulous Scrooge means business. Hard​headed, penny-pinching, eye piercing business.

And although it is certainly a joy to be released from the sometimes-forced jollity of the festive season, Polycarpou's lavish mean-spiritedness makes Scrooge's ulti​mate redemption all the merrier.

This is a glorious and "Spectacular new staging by director Nikolai Foster with a rollicking script by Bryony Lavery.

Indeed, Lavery's adaptation could become the standard musical version of Dickens's short story. Why not? It's got everything: it's original but still faithful to Dickens, and it's supported by a string of genuinely toe-tapping songs by Jason Carr. And yet the classiest thing about the show is Colin Redmond's stunning design. It's a wonderfully Gothic experience start​ing in ghostly greys and featuring what looks like. a corpse languishing in the paperwork at the bottom of Scrooge's rick​ety counting house.
​

Ebeneezer's bed later becomes a stony vault which spews up the corpse of his former partner Jacob Marley, and eventu​ally the stage fills with colour as we are introduced to the corpulent ghost of Christmas Present - a hearty fellow who would turn Brian Blessed green with envy.

Even losing the original actress playing Mrs Cratchit to a broken arm_1n the tech​nical rehearsals was not enough to make the performance wobble on opening night. As the replacement matriarch, Poppy Tiemey didn't put a foot wrong in Nick Winston's exuberant choreography.

However, the show's confidence surely flows from Polycarpou's Scrooge, who is fitted with a hooknose, long wispy hair and a dandruff-encrusted morning suit. The greatest measure of his success is the cheer he raises when he makes up with his nephew Fred and joins in the closing number, what else but Merry Christmas Everybody. 
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Peter Polycarpou: Triumphant Scrooge
